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Easter Monday to the National Zoo, set 
up by this body, and got shot in the 
head. I am pleased to report that some-
how he has survived. 

We measure it by Andre Watts and 
Natasha Marsh of Wilson High School, 
who were buried in their graduation 
gowns. 

Many of us stand with Mothers 
Across America. I say to my col-
leagues, I come to my colleagues with 
their message: we go home without gun 
safety legislation at our peril. 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, it was inevitable, I am 
sure, regardless of how many attempts 
to try and focus on this particular 
piece of legislation, a positive step that 
we are taking, it was inevitable that 
we would begin to once again hear the 
kind of rhetoric just propounded on the 
floor of the House. It is inevitable but 
disconcerting. 

Certainly those of us from my State, 
certainly I need no one to remind me 
what happened, where it happened, and 
how it happened. And I will tell my col-
leagues this also: we can talk forever 
about gun violence, and there are abso-
lutely legitimate issues for us to de-
bate on this floor and through legisla-
tive bodies throughout the United 
States, but to tie every single issue 
every single time they have an oppor-
tunity to tie Columbine to it, to use 
that name over and over again, they do 
so and they do so, I believe, in a way 
that is not respectful of the event and 
of the feelings and emotions of the peo-
ple in my community because it is ex-
ploiting that horrific event. 

The gun show, let us talk about ex-
actly what did happen. And I do hope 
that, in fact, the people of this Nation 
do have long memories. I will be more 
than willing to help them remember 
exactly what happened on this floor 
when we debated the part of the bill 
dealing with gun safety that we call 
the juvenile justice bill and we, in fact, 
included a provision to close the gun 
show loophole; and we included a ban 
on importation of high-capacity clips, 
and we included a juvenile Brady bill 
saying that if any juvenile gets con-
victed of a violent crime that they can 
never own a gun, and we included a 
mandatory sale of gun locks; and we 
included making it illegal for a juve-
nile to possess an assault weapon. 

Those were there. The bill went 
down, and it went down with 191 Demo-
crat noes and about 81 or 82 Republican 
noes, and it went down because there 
was a desire to have rhetoric for the 
rest of this session about guns as op-
posed to a solution. 

This that I propose today is part of a 
solution. It is not the cure. It is not the 
silver lining that we can look for in 
this ominous picture. But it does give 
us hope, and it is designed to give chil-
dren and parents hope. 

There is nothing more discouraging 
in the last several months than having 

to recognize the fact that there were 
kids all over this country actually 
afraid to go to school. Even if nothing 
had happened in their particular 
school, nothing of a violent nature, 
they were still afraid because of every-
thing they had seen on the television, 
everything they had heard from the 
media about the potential for violence. 

I kept thinking to myself, what can I 
do, what is one thing I can do about 
this; and it was this hotline, the school 
safety hotline. It is not everything we 
should do. I agree with my colleagues, 
there is more. But, please, let us at 
least be positive enough to move in the 
direction that we know we all want to 
move here; and that is to provide a safe 
learning environment for every single 
child in America and to do so without 
the sort of incredibly divisive and, I 
think, inappropriate rhetoric, espe-
cially in reference to Columbine. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
QUINN). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. TANCREDO) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 5123. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ATLANTIC COASTAL FISHERIES 
ACT OF 2000 

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4840) to reauthorize the Atlantic 
Coastal Fisheries Cooperative Manage-
ment Act, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 4840 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Atlantic Coastal 
Fisheries Act of 2000’’. 
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF ATLANTIC COAST-

AL FISHERIES COOPERATIVE MAN-
AGEMENT ACT. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Sec-
tion 811 of the Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Coop-
erative Management Act (16 U.S.C. 5108) is 
amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 811. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—To carry out this title, 
there are authorized to be appropriated 
$10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2001 through 
2005. 

‘‘(b) COOPERATIVE STATISTICS PROGRAM.— 
Amounts authorized under subsection (a) may 
be used by the Secretary to support the Commis-
sion’s cooperative statistics program. 

‘‘(c) REPORTS.— 
‘‘(1) ANNUAL REPORT TO THE SECRETARY.—The 

Secretary shall require, as a condition of pro-
viding financial assistance under this title, that 
the Commission and each State receiving such 
assistance submit to the Secretary an annual re-
port that provides a detailed accounting of the 
use of the assistance. 

‘‘(2) BIENNIAL REPORTS TO THE CONGRESS.— 
The Secretary shall submit biennial reports to 
the Committee on Resources of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate on the use of Federal assistance provided to 
the Commission and the States under this title. 
Each biennial report shall evaluate the success 
of such assistance in implementing this title.’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Such Act is amended— 
(A) in section 802(3) (16 U.S.C. 5101(3)) by 

striking ‘‘such resources in’’ and inserting 
‘‘such resources is’’; and 

(B) by striking section 812 and the second sec-
tion 811. 

(2) AMENDMENTS TO REPEAL NOT AFFECTED.— 
The amendments made by paragraph (1)(B) 
shall not affect any amendment or repeal made 
by the sections struck by that paragraph. 

(3) SHORT TITLE REFERENCES.—Such Act is 
further amended by striking ‘‘Magnuson Fish-
ery’’ each place it appears and inserting ‘‘Mag-
nuson-Stevens Fishery’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON) and the gen-
tleman from American Samoa (Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 4840. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4840 reauthorizes 

the Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Manage-
ment Act through fiscal year 2005. This 
bill will extend the successful Federal- 
State fishery management partnership 
with the Atlantic States Marine Fish-
eries Commission. 

The commission, Mr. Speaker, is 
made up of representatives from each 
of the Atlantic coastal States. Under 
the Act, the Federal Government can 
implement a moratorium on fishing in 
State waters if States do not comply 
with the plans written by the commis-
sion. 

The commission’s greatest success is 
notable in the recovery of the Atlantic 
striped bass, Mr. Speaker. The striped 
bass suffered a population crash in the 
late 1970s for a number of reasons, in-
cluding over-fishing. Today, for fisher-
men in the mid-Atlantic region, includ-
ing those in Ocean County, New Jersey, 
which is part of the district I am privi-
leged to represent and all along Long 
Beach Island, this comeback has re-
sulted in the greatest fishing on the 
East Coast. 

Mr. Speaker, as a matter of fact, just 
a short time ago, last week, I had a 
nice group of folks join me on a 10-mile 
beach walk; and as we walked up the 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 14:14 Nov 26, 2004 Jkt 079102 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR00\H12SE0.000 H12SE0



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE17672 September 12, 2000 
beach on Long Beach Island, there were 
surf fishermen after surf fishermen in 
quest of the Atlantic striped bass and, 
I might add, with some success. 

This legislation simply authorizes $10 
million a year to carry out the Atlan-
tic coastal fisheries program to enable 
this striped bass program and others to 
move forward. 

The bill also allows appropriated 
funds to be used to carry out a fisheries 
statistics program which supports At-
lantic coastal States fishery manage-
ment plans. 

I believe this legislation is non-
controversial, and I would urge every-
one to vote aye. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I certainly want to 
compliment my good friend, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON), 
the chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Fisheries, for his authorship of this 
legislation. I also want to thank the 
full committee chairman and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MILLER) 
for their support of this important leg-
islation. 

Mr. Speaker, Atlantic coastal fishery 
resources that migrate or are widely 
distributed among the coast are of sub-
stantial commercial, recreational, en-
vironment importance and economic 
benefit to the Atlantic States and our 
Nation. 

Unfortunately, proper management 
of these species is often hampered by 
the fact that no single government en-
tity has exclusive authority over them. 
Because of this, harvest and manage-
ment of the Atlantic coastal resources 
has historically been subject to dis-
parate, inconsistent, and intermittent 
State and Federal regulations. 

To help address this complication, 
Congress passed the Atlantic Coastal 
Fisheries Cooperative Management Act 
since 1993. 

Since its inception, Mr. Speaker, this 
law has been an effective mechanism 
for supporting and encouraging the de-
velopment, implementation, and en-
forcement of effective interstate con-
servation and management measures 
for the Atlantic coastal fishery re-
sources. 

I fully support the reauthorization of 
the Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooper-
ative Management Act. I urge my col-
leagues to support this important leg-
islation. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
for his authorship of this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers; but I would just like to say in con-
clusion, I would like to thank the gen-
tleman from American Samoa (Mr. 

FALEOMAVAEGA) for his cooperation. It 
makes one feel very good to have the 
kind of bipartisan cooperation that we 
have had on this and many other bills 
in our subcommittee. So I thank the 
gentleman for his cooperation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, in my capacity as the 
ranking Democrat of the Sub-
committee on Fisheries and Oceans and 
Wildlife and Refuge, I also want to cer-
tainly compliment my good friend, the 
chairman of our subcommittee, for his 
leadership and for the cooperative way 
that we have worked closely for the 
past 2 years since my membership in 
that capacity in this subcommittee. 
Again, I thank my good friend for 
working together and cooperatively on 
this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
er, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SAXTON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4840, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill, 
as amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXPLORATION OF THE SEAS ACT 

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2090) to direct the Secretary of 
Commerce to contract with the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences to estab-
lish the Coordinated Oceanographic 
Program Advisory Panel to report to 
the Congress on the feasibility and so-
cial value of a coordinated oceanog-
raphy program, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 2090 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Exploration of 
the Seas Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) During the past 100 years, scientists work-

ing with marine fossils, both underwater and 
high in the mountains, have traced the origins 
of life on Earth to the sea, beginning approxi-
mately 3 billion years ago. Today, life on our 
planet remains dependent on the vitality of the 
sea. 

(2) More than two-thirds of the Earth’s sur-
face is covered by water, with oceans and in-
land seas accounting for almost 140 million 
square miles. 

(3) The United Nations forecasts a worldwide 
population of 8.9 billion by the year 2050, a 50 

percent increase from 5.9 billion in 1999. As this 
trend in population growth continues, increas-
ing demands will be placed on ocean and coastal 
resources, not only as a result of population 
growth in coastal regions, but also from the 
need to harvest increasing amounts of marine 
life as a source of food to satisfy world protein 
requirements, and from the mining of energy- 
producing materials from offshore resource de-
posits. 

(4) The ocean remains one of the Earth’s last 
unexplored frontiers. It has stirred our imagina-
tions over the millennia, led to the discovery of 
new lands, immense mineral deposits, and res-
ervoirs of other resources, and produced star-
tling scientific findings. Recognizing the impor-
tance of the marine environment, the need for 
scientific exploration to expand our knowledge 
of the world’s oceans is crucial if we are to en-
sure that the marine environment will be man-
aged sustainably. 

(5) The seas possess enormous economic and 
environmental importance. Some ocean re-
sources, such as fisheries and minerals, are well 
recognized. Oil use has increased dramatically 
in recent times, and the sea bed holds large de-
posits of largely undiscovered reserves. Other 
ocean resources offer promise for the future. In 
addition to fossil fuels, the ocean floor contains 
deposits of gravel, sand, manganese crusts and 
nodules, tin, gold, and diamonds. Marine min-
eral resources are extensive, yet poorly under-
stood. 

(6) The oceans also offer rich untapped poten-
tial for medications. Marine plants and animals 
possess inestimable potential in the treatment of 
human illnesses. Coral reefs, sometimes de-
scribed as the rain forests of the sea, contain 
uncommon chemicals that may be used to fight 
diseases for which scientists have not yet found 
a cure, such as cancer, acquired immuno-
deficiency syndrome (AIDS), and diabetes. 
While the number of new chemical compounds 
that can be derived from land based plants and 
microbial fermentation is limited, scientists have 
only just begun to explore the sea’s vast molec-
ular potential. 

(7) In spite of the development of new tech-
nologies, comparatively little of the ocean has 
been studied. The leadership role of the United 
States has been eroded by a gradual decrease in 
funding support, even while public opinion sur-
veys indicate that ocean exploration is at least 
as important as space exploration. 

(8) The National Academy of Sciences has the 
means by which to study and make determina-
tions regarding the adoption and establishment 
of a coordinated oceanography program for the 
exploration of the seas, in which the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration could 
participate in a role similar to that of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration 
with regard to the International Space Station. 
SEC. 3. COORDINATED OCEANOGRAPHIC PRO-

GRAM ADVISORY PANEL. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days after 

the date of enactment of this Act and subject to 
the availability of appropriations, the Secretary 
of Commerce shall contract with the National 
Academy of Sciences to establish the Coordi-
nated Oceanography Program Advisory Panel 
(in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Panel’’), com-
prised of experts in ocean studies, including in-
dividuals with academic experience in oceanog-
raphy, marine biology, marine geology, ich-
thyology, and ocean related economics. 

(b) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON.— 
The Panel shall elect a chairperson and a vice- 
chairperson. 

(c) TERMINATION.—The Panel shall cease to 
exist 30 days after submitting its final report 
and recommendations pursuant to section 4. 
SEC. 4. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—No later than 18 months 
after its establishment, the Panel shall report to 
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